Changing Landscapes
It’s not obvious that Ryton Pools Country Park and
Bubbenhall Meadow were once quarries. Sand and
gravel were quarried here for aggregates, mainly
for the building industry and especially for making
concrete. This leaflet helps you explore how the
change to the modern landscape came about.
The story goes further back in time than you
might think.

Conserving
Warwickshire’s
Geological
Heritage

The Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group was
established in 1990 by a few enthusiasts who wanted
to raise awareness of and conserve the many rock
exposures dotted around the county. The membership
has since grown and includes many enthusiastic
amateurs, students and teachers as well as professional
geologists. The group retains its two main aims: to
raise awareness of geology and landscape through
education, and to conserve and protect geological
sites in the Warwickshire area.
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Hidden wonders
in the landscape
of Warwickshire

For further information, including an outline of
programmes and events, visit the WGCG website
http://www.wgcg.co.uk

Exploring the
Landscape Trail

or contact
Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group
c/o Warwickshire Museum, Market Place,
Warwick CV34 4SA
E-mail: warwickshiregcg@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/
WarwickshireGeologicalConservationGroup

Location A Wood Farm sand quarry at the end
of its life

https://twitter.com/wgcg_uk

Published by Warwickshire Geological
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Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group is a Registered
Charity Number 1144717

This leaflet was written by Brian Ellis of WGCG.
David Gosling of WGCG took most of the photographs with
additional photographs from Brian Ellis,Ian Fenwick, Jon Radley
and Kate Sugden. WGCG thanks Lucy Hartley of Warwickshire
Wildlife Trust and Craig Earl, Ranger at Ryton Pools Country
Park for their help

Location A The quarry now restored as Bubbenhall
Meadow
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500 000 years ago
To understand how the sand and gravel came to
be here you have to go back half a million years to
Warwickshire during in the Ice Age. The sand and
gravels were deposited during a warmer period
(an Interglacial) by a powerful river. This river
which geologists now call the Bytham River,
flowed north-eastwards into the North Sea.

The Bytham river was swept away by what happened
next. The climate cooled and ice covered Warwickshire
depositing a clayey till (sometimes called boulder
clay). Later, when the ice melted, lakes formed and
fine clays and silts accumulated in them. You can see
this sequence of three Ice Age deposits explained on
the interpretation board at Pagets Pool.

Design from The Drawing Room T 01608 651504

ISSN 1759 – 085X

The Last 50 years
The rapid expansion of towns in the 20th century
turned all sand and gravel deposits into a valuable
resource. Some farmers gave up farming and sold off
their land for sand and gravel quarrying, as at Wood
Farm. The deposits here were shallow – 15m at most,
so each quarry is usually short-lived. The quarry at
Ryton Pools was closed by 1976 and at Wood Farm
by 2008.
But what do you do with the hole in the ground left
by an abandoned quarry? Ryton Pools became a
Country Park and Wood Farm became a Nature
Reserve and is now called Bubbenhall Meadows.

You can follow the story along
this trail.

Location C Thrussington Till at Pagets Pool

In addition the Country Park Visitor Centre and
the Warwickshire Museum in the Market Square,
Warwick have exhibitions of related geological
and archaeological materials.

The last 500 years
Location B Sands and gravel deposits at Wood Farm

Two areas of Ancient Woodland are still growing
on the Ice Age clays – Bubbenhall Wood on the
Thrussington Till and Ryton Wood on Wolston Clay.

Map of the Bytham River

Location D Ryton Wood

In the 18th and 19th centuries some of this woodland
was cleared for farming, giving the name to
Wood Farm.

Ryton Pools Country Park
Location 1 Ryton Pool
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Country Parks were set up near towns to provide a
variety of recreation activities in a rural and beautiful
setting. It is not obvious now that this scenic pool was
the bottom of an old quarry which was allowed to fill
with water.
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When the quarry closed most of the hole was
back-filled with domestic rubbish and then capped
with clay, sand, gravel and soil. As the rubbish rots
down it produces methane gas which is captured
here and used to generate enough electricity to
serve 2000 houses.
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Location 3 The Foothills Play Area
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As you walk round the Park you will see it caters for
activities for a variety of interests and ages. This play
area is on the slope below the edge of the quarry
which you can see in the background.

200m

at the far side of the pool. While you are here look
at the interpretation board, model Ice Age elephants
and find examples of the sand and gravel at the edge
of the pool near the bird hide.

Location 4 Cycle Hire

You can explore the rolling landscape of the Park
along the network of paths by hiring a bike or go-cart.

Now leave the Park by following the footpath
round Pagets Pool. A short way down the road
there is a gated entrance into Warwickshire Wildlife
Trust's Bubbenhall Meadow. Pause to read the
interpretation board.

Location 5 The Orienteering Meadow

Bubbenhall Meadow and Wood
Location 8 Bubbenhall Meadow

Follow the path round to the gate and cross the road
into Bubbenhall Wood.
Location 10 Bubbenhall Wood
Below this path is the
Thrussington Till so you
are walking along the bed
of the glacier. Water drains
badly through clay so the
ground can sometimes be
muddy. When the Wood
Farm quarry was working
a conveyor belt carried
sand and gravel to the
sorting plant in Waverley
Wood quarry.
Location 11 Bubbenhall Wood

This field is used for people taking up the sport of
orienteering. It is also one of the areas of grassland
sown, as part of its nature conservation activities, to
enhance biodiversity in the Park.
Location 6 Hill overlooking Pagets Pool

You are standing on the edge of the old Wood Farm
quarry. Your feet are on Thrussington Till with the
sands and gravels below. The Till was removed and
stored until quarrying finished when it was dumped
back in the hole forming the basin-shaped landscape
in front of you. Near the pool the sands and gravels
are now being burrowed into by animals.
Location 9 Bubbenhall Meadow

From the top of this hill you can see how the old
quarry was back-filled to make natural-looking
landscapes by sculpting hills, valleys, gentle
slopes and flatter areas .
Location 7 Pagets Pool
At Pagets Pool you can
get the best impression
of what the old quarry
looked like. The pool
occupies the bottom of
the quarry and you can
see the old quarry face

The new landscape has been sown with grass
and wild flowers and is maintained by hay making.
The trees are planted to join up Bubbenhall, Ryton
and Wappenbury Woods enabling animals and birds
to move between them. The hide is good for looking
at the birds on the pools and there is more information
on the board.

In 2019 Waverley Wood quarry was being in-filled but
in this photo you can see the sand and gravel from the
N-E-flowing Bytham River below the till on which you
are standing. If you look to the right, in the distance
you can see the buildings at Baginton. That is where
the other side of the Bytham River valley was. There
was no river Avon at that time.
Location 12 Bubbenhall Wood
When it was surrounded
by quarries the Wood was
neglected. Warwickshire
Wildlife Trust bought it
in 2015 and are now
managing it to improve
biodiversity.

