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TONIGHT'S MEETING
We are delighted to be welcoming Dr Haydon Bailey, now retired from Network Stratigraphic Consulting

Ltd and recently President of the Geologists Association, to speak on his lifelong interest of 

microfossils.  We expect that he will focus on the value of microfossils in hydrocarbon exploration.

And then the Christmas Social ….
Remember this is on the SECOND WEDNESDAY i.e.  11th December.

Mulled wine and soft drinks will be provided but we would be grateful if you could provide some food 

for the finger buffet.  If you could arrive by 7pm, that would be a great help as there will be much 

laying out to be done

Ideas have changed for our Christmas Competition!  We would like you to participate in a 

Christmas Geological Quiz. There will be stations around the room with various puzzles /clues  e.g. rocks, 

fossils, minerals, place photos,  and we'll be looking for guesses (or something more informed!!) on location, 

date of photograph etc. - and, of course there'll be wonderful prizes.

PLANS FOR RESIDENTIAL WEEKENDS 2020

Arrangements are now well advanced for two weekend field trips – 
• One from Friday 8th to Monday 11th May to be based in North Lincolnshire and led by 

Paul Hildreth, currently chair of the Yorkshire Geological Society and an acknowledged 
expert on the local geology, especially the Cretaceous.  Paul has access to a variety of 
extant and abandoned quarries in N. Lincs., including the S. Ferriby Cement Works and 
exposures of the Frodingham Ironstone at Conesby Quarry, so there will be ample 
opportunities for fossil hunters. 'Everyone is guaranteed some finds' says Paul!!  

• We have also signed up an old friend of the Group, Martin Whiteley, a former chair of the 
Geology Trusts, to lead us on an excursion around the Mendip Hills from 21st to 23rd 
August.  Almost everything between the Devonian and the Jurassic will be touched on, 
including Burrington Combe (steep and rough) and Banwell Bone Cave.  This will, of 
necessity, involve travel around the area by minibus as parking is limited and lanes 
circuitous.

Accommodation has not, as yet, been found for either trip but costs on top of this (Leader's 
expenses, minibus etc.) are likely to be of the order of £50 per person (possibly less for the 
Lincs. trip).  We would appreciate a show of interest this evening.  Perhaps you would do 
this on the sheets circulating.



ANOTHER WORKSHOP – Saturday 22 February

Norman Dutton, who is one of the few members with experience in teaching geology at school

level, has kindly offered to run the 2020 Workshop on 22 February.  The format is now pretty 

well established – a morning introduction followed by practical work, replicated in the 

afternoon. It will focus on Geological Maps and Mapping and will be, very much, a hands-

on exercise.
Venue:  Senior Citizens Club, Abbey End, Kenilworth
Date:  Sat. 22 February 2019
Time:  10.30 - 3.30 
Again, we would like your expression of interest.  We will seek registrations shortly.

SUMMER FIELD VISITS 2020
Several  excursions are in the planning stage but again it would be a great help if we 
could have some idea of the level of interest if we are to proceed.  

Notably, we would like to have your reaction to a trip to Biddulph Grange (National Trust)
where there is a restored geology gallery created by James Bateman.  This is a fascinating 
attempt to accommodate his theological beliefs with the evidence emerging from the 
burgeoning geological literature of the mid-19C – a problem shared with other such geological 
notables as Dean Buckland.

On the same day, we plan to move on to the Apedale Heritage Centre where there will be
the opportunity to take a tour around the former drift mine (all walking, no crawling!) and look
at the Heritage Museum.

We shall probably travel by coach as this can be a very difficult area through which to 
navigate.

It is expected that numbers will have to be limited so, once registration is opened, it will 
be a case of 'first come, first served'.  The dates are yet to be finalised but could be 
May, July or August.  We anticipate costs to be c. £30 per person ( less if you are a 
NT member)

CLEARANCE OF KENILWORTH CUTTING LGS 
A very successful refurb. of the Kenilworth Cutting LGS took place on 6 November.  In under 3 hours

just six volunteers (probably average age c. 75!!!) removed saplings and other overgrowth from a 

very damp site.  The interpretation panel has also been removed by the Country Parks Department 

of WCC for refurbishment of the oak woodwork.  Because of the wetness we were not able to trim 

up the soft sediments so a further visit is planned for the early Spring.  Some new – and younger - 

volunteers would be MOST WELCOME!

MONITORING OF LOCAL GEOLOGICAL SITES

You may not be aware but, in Warwickshire, there are c.100 geological exposures which have been 
designated as 'Local Geological Sites'.  Over the past 10 years, we have kept a watch on their 
condition – whether they have been built on, become overgrown or otherwise inaccessible etc. 
This is a job which does not demand great geological knowledge and could be underaken by any of
us.  If you fancy giving it a try, we are not going to throw you in at the deep end.  Monitors 
normally work in pairs so you can be assured that you will be visiting sites with someone who has 
done this job previously.  So ….. if you would like to see parts of the county that you have 
never visited before, get in touch with Phil Henser on philiphenser@gmail.com


