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NEWS FLASH...

• Join us on a day trip this
Summer!
• Book a place on a
Residential Field Trip once
again!
• Get a guide book or map
for your own adventure!

These amazing cliffs are more than 100 metres high and are on the west coast of the
Mainland of Shetland. They are composed of Devonian sediments and some excellent
volcanics. Here was the site of a volcano with lots of coarse agglomerate in addition to
andesite and rhyolite.
We hope to be seeing this coastline in person later this month!
(Image: Chris Darmon)

From the Editorial team...

We are writing these words during the week in which we have reintroduced fieldwork! On Saturday May 22nd. Chris took a dozen people
around the amazing Torrs Gorge at New Mills in Derbyshire, whilst on Wednesday May 27th. Colin took a small group to see the classic
Carboniferous reef complex at Clitheroe in Lancashire. Chris will complete the momentous week with a trip to Charnwood Forest on May
29th. for some 13 people.

How did it feel to be back out in the field? In some ways it felt like another step along the way to some kind of normality. Yet in other ways it
felt special to be once again out in the open air ‘reading the rocks’ once again. It was October 2019 when we last had a UK day trip and it felt
good to be able to once again open our eyes to what lay before us.

For Chris it felt a bit like a return to the days when people first started to interpret the story of time and the past environments that are locked
away in every sedimentary rock. It’s good for us all to return to those basic foundations of our science. It’s also a reminder that despite all the
instrumentation and experimentation of modern Earth science that’s lots to be learned from basic field observation, followed by engaging with
the brain to come up with a plausible story.

We look forward to more trips out into the field over the coming weeks and months. Coronavirus and Government permitting we’ll be taking
more steps outside, with residential field trips coming around the corner, hopefully commencing later this month to the Shetland Isles. We
wish all of you a happy and safe time over the Summer and look forward to seeing some of you in person.

Chris Darmon & Colin Schofield

The Down to Earth editorial team

See pages 6/7 for details of our day trips and
residential courses!

news update

Devastating volcanic eruption strikes Congo...

The borderland between Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, and Uganda contains eight volcanoes, including Mount
Nyamulagira and Mount Nyiragongo, which were both erupting on
May 25, 2004. The volcanoes are both located north of Lake Kivu in
Virunga National Park.

The latest eruption of Mount Nyiragongo began on Saturday May
22nd. It has so far claimned the lives of at least 22 people and
wrought havoc and destruction across a wide area.

According to Wikipedia:

“Mount Nyiragongo is an active stratovolcano with an elevation of
3,470m in the Virunga Mountains associated with the Albertine Rift. It
is located inside Virunga National Park, in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, about 12 km north of the town of Goma and Lake Kivu
and just west of the border with Rwanda. The main crater is about
2km wide and usually contains a lava lake. The crater presently has
two distinct cooled lava benches within the crater walls – one at about
3,175m and a lower one at about 2,975m.

Nyiragongo's lava lake has at times been the most voluminous known
lava lake in recent history. The depth of the lava lake varies
considerably. A maximum elevation of the lava lake was recorded at
about 3,250m prior to the January 1977 eruption – a lake depth of
about 600m. Following the January 2002 eruption, the lava lake was
recorded at a low of about 2,600m, or 900m below the rim. The level
has gradually risen since then. Nyiragongo and nearby Nyamuragira
are together responsible for 40 per cent of Africa's historical volcanic
eruptions.
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Lava flow on Nyiragongo volcano (image: Foros Planet video, via
Volcano Discovery)

This comes from the website Volcano Discovery:

“A new flank eruption started at the volcano this afternoon. It seems
that a fissure opened on the eastern(?) flank, and drained the lava lake
inside the volcano.

Large lava flows can be seen on published images, but it seems that
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it was cooling down.

Aid has begun to flow into the country from countries such as the UK
and the USA as well as the EU.

This is one of best bits of video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cHXaxKwLHU

Meanwhile in Iceland, a Down to Earth reader brings us
the latest words and pictures...

Residents reported a strong smell of sulphur on the streets of Goma
and a red glow filling the sky above the city.
(Image: Moses Sawasawa/AFP)

so far, the city of Goma, partially destroyed in 2002 during the last
flank eruption of the volcano, is not threatened (yet).

The lava of Nyiragongo volcano is particularly fluid and therefore its
lateral eruptions that produce fast-flowing lava flows are more
dangerous than from most other volcanoes.”

It’s the city of Goma, or rather it’s sprawling outer limits, that have
been where people have been overwhelmed by the lava, many of them
killed in their homes. So far, the lava has stopped short of the main
urban centre. However, there have been mixed messages coming from
local Government officials and politicians. As a result there has been
a lot of panic from the local population.

Some of the deaths has come from asphyxiation with at least five
people perishing in this manner, some whilst trying to cross the lava as

The Icelandic volcano, Fagradalsfjall continues to erupt.
(Image: Courtesy of www.heygo.com)
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Down to Earth reader Ann Best enjoyed our Icelandic volcano
pictures and the accompanying background material in our May
magazine. Now thanks to a virtual tour company, she’s enjoyed a
virtual tour of the eruption site.
She wrote:

“I was very interested to read the article in the latest DtoE 115 about
the erupting volcano at Fagradalsfjall in Iceland, which I visited last
night at 23.00 courtesy of www.heygo.com.

Heygo is a virtual tour company, which has been leading tours to
places all over the world. They usually last about 45-60 minutes and
are led by accredited tour guides, who are without tourists to guide at
the moment. The tours are free with the option to tip, you just have to
register with the company.

Last night I went with Albert, our guide, to see the erupting Icelandic
volcano and I am attaching 'postcards' or screenshots that I took that I
thought you and others might like to see.

The tour was scheduled to last 90
minutes with a walk from the area where the lava is flowing down into
the valley having breached an 8m defensive wall, up to the volcanic
cone. It was the most awesome sight!”
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These recent images come courtesy of www.heygo.com

(very aptly named). They are essential in electronics of all kinds and
are mainly controlled by the Chinese within their own country and
also in their sphere of influence in Africa.

Watch this space, this is a going to be a very big story as we move
forward towards our Carbon goal.

GeoFest 2021 is green for go!

Every year, at this time, the Abberley & Malvern Hills Geopark puts
on a series of family events under the title “GeoFest”. Last year was a
difficult one, but even then some events happened.

This year the geopark’s partners, with the help of the trusty group of
geopark volunteers have pulled out all the stops to put on a
programme of events and activities suitable for all the family.
GeoFest started on May 29 and runs through to end of August. Even
more event will be added to the programme over the coming days, but
we already know that the Rock and Fossil Roadshow will be popping
up at Bewdley Museum, the Severn Valley Country Park and the
Severn Valley Railway.

There are also a number of displays and trail that can be accessed at
any time, situated throughout the geopark.

To find out more, why not get hold of your own GeoFest programme, via the website: http://geopark.org.uk/pub/

Going green means we have to accept an increase in
metal mining, say experts...

We all know that getting to a state of being ‘Carbon neutral’ was never
going to be easy. But how many people, aside from geologists, would
realise that this was going to mean that there would be increased
mining activity.

Once you’re there, just click on GeoFest!

GeoFest 2021 is sponsored by Merline Energy Resources Ltd.

Given that the we are already in the ‘last chance saloon’ when it
comes to the availability of many metals, this is indeed going to be a
hard task.

Electric vehicles need batteries and batteries need lithium for example.
Where is that lithium going to come from? No wonder the ex-US
President Donald Trump wanted to buy Greenland! People are
looking at mining the seabed, the Moon and even Mars!

And then there’s the shortage of the so called rare Earth elements

Down to Earth

extra 102 June 2021

4

in-house

Remember that we’re now open to personal callers at
our Sheffield shop...

We are now open once again for all your geological needs! We stock
a wide range of books and maps, including hundreds of BGS products.
However, we advise that if you are planning a visit, and require
something specific, please check that we have it in stock.

Remember that it’s our policy that you will never pay more than the
online price for all items, and that you will often pay less. After all we
don’t have to pay postage!

Our current hours are 8.30 - 4.00, Monday to Friday and 9.30 - 1.00
on Saturdays.

Remember that you can also access our full online shop by going to:
www.geosupplies.co.uk and enter our online store.

New books to thrill and delight you!

It’s always good to see new titles being published and the recent
period of lockdown has seen healthy book sales being recorded. We
hope that people will continue with their new found love of books as
we move forward. (We carry full book reviews in each issue of
Down to Earth.)

The Peak District
By Tony Waltham

This is the first book dedicated to the
geology of this popular area for
around 20 years! As such, it has been
long awaited.

Buy it via our website or ring us £18.00 inc postage.

The Ramsay Iron Mine
By Lawrence and Pamela Draper
Read this amazing account of a First
World War iron mine on a remote
Scottish island that was worked by
German prisoners of war.

Buy it via our website or ring us £9.95 inc postage.

Down to Earth readers welcome!
Just 5 minutes off M1 Jn 35 N. Sheffield

Geology for Walkers
By Steve Peacock

Written by a retired professionals
geologist this is a great
introduction to geology in the
British Isles for walkers (and
others)/

Buy it via our website or ring us £15.95 inc postage.

GEO SUPPLIES LTD.
49 Station Road, Chapeltown S35 2XE
Tel: 0114 245 5746 • www.geosupplies.co.uk
Open 8.30-4.00 weekdays and 9.30-1.00 Saturday
Callers always make savings!

get Down to Earth regularly...

If you’ve enjoyed reading this Down to Earth extra, you’ll love our quarterly Down to Earth! It’s s 32-page quality
magazine in full colour that’s packed with up to the minute geological news and articles. You can get your hands on
this either in print or electronic formats.
You can subscribe now for the remainder of 2021 and 2022 for just £16.00 for printed copies or £10.00 for it as pdf
files, direct to your email. To subscribe, go to: www.geosupplies.co.uk or ring us on 0114 245 5746.
Down to Earth is published quarterly. Take out an e-subscription now for 2021/2 for just £10.00 anywhere in the world, or
£16.00 for printed copies in the UK. We’ll send you the next 6 issues, to the end of 2022 and three back issues. Additionally, all
subscribers will get DtoE extra FREE each month. If you’d like back issues of printed copies, you can get a parcel of these for just
£15.00 extra.
HOW TO SUBSCRIBE - Go online at: www.geosupplies.co.uk • Tel. 0114 245 5746 and quote any major card • or send a cheque
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learning zone

Field trips are back...

During the month of May we successfully relaunched our day trip
programme with visits to New Mills, Clitheroe and Charnwood
Forest.

This month sees us take our first residential field trip to the
Shetland Isles. This is followed by two trips in July, to the Heart of
Wales and the Lake District. Sadly, this means that there are few
dates available for day trips.

The following day trips will run at a cost of £10.00 each.

N. B. Anyone attending any of the trips will be expected to have
completed their Covid vaccination course.

Saturday, June 12 (Revised date)
Geology of the Lickey Hills, Worcestershire
The Lickey Hills are one of our favourite areas. Within easy walking
distance, we will be able to see rocks from a range of different
geological periods and some excellent structures.
Meeting: Visitors’ Centre Lickey Hills Country Park at 11.00

Sunday, July 4
Rocks & Fossils of Llandrindod Wells
The Llandrindod Wells area is known for its fossiliferous Ordovician
sediments and volcanic rocks. We’ll be taking a leisurely look at the
geology and landscape of this lovely area.
Meeting: Outside the entrance to Llandrindod Wells station at 10.30

Wednesday, July 7
Geology of Aberystwyth
The fine cliffs around Aberystwyth have featured on many a fine
picture. They comprise excellent sections in Lower Silurian
greywackes. They allow us to study the sedimentological features of
such rocks and gains an insight into how they were laid down.
Meeting: To be confirmed at 11.00

You can now book residential trips again...

We are now able to see the steps to reopening more clearly across the
nations of the UK. However, we remain cautious, so it may not be
possible to run each and every trip that’s listed below.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heart of Wales - July 3-10
Western Lake District - July 17-24
Worcester Summer School - August 14-21
Outer Hebrides - September 1-9
Forest of Dean - September 13-17
Isle of Arran - September 24 - October 1
South Devon Geopark - October 9-16

Heart of Wales July 3-10
This trip is based at Neuadd Arms Hotel in Llanwrtyd Wells. You can
arrive by train at the nearby station. We will be taking in rocks and
scenery from a wide area, including local Ordovician and Silurian
rocks, along with trips to the Brecon Beacons and Aberystwyth.

The Western Lake District July 17-24
This trip is based at Summergrove Halls on the edge of Whitehaven.
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The campus offers lots of single en-suite rooms with on-site catering
facilities. This offers the perfect base from which to explore the
varied geology of the Western Lakes. We will be taking in Ullswater,
St Bees, Eskdale and Skiddaw to name but a few places.

University of Worcester Summer School August 14-21
At the time of writing we are still awaiting final confirmation that this
trip can go ahead, but we are very hopeful. As with all of our Summer
Schools we hope to be able to offer a nice range of places to visit,
along with evening talks and social activities.

The Outer Hebrides September 1-9
This is the equivalent of a coastal cruise as we journey up the chain of
islands from Barra in the south to Lewis in the north. It’s an
opportunity to change your pace and step back in time to ancient
geology and a very much simpler way of life. This is one of the
highlights of anyone’s UK geological journey and September is a
great time of year to do it!

Forest of Dean September 13-17
The Forest of Dean is a lovely area in which to enjoy a short break.
We will be based on the Welsh side of the River Wye in Chepstow.
From here we can explore the varied geology of the Forest which
includes rocks from the Devonian and Carboniferous. The area is
steeped in mining history with the extraction of both coal and iron.

Isle of Arran September 24-October 1
The Isle of Arran has been described as ‘the geologists’ Mecca’
because it is home to superb geology and fabulous scenery. Autumn is
a great time to visit and we will be based on the more remote western
coast. Do come and join us!

South Devon Geopark October 9-16
The Devon Riviera has been a holiday destination for more than 150
years and we will be staying in a lovely small hotel in Paignton. From
here we will be exploring the local area that lies within the
UNESCO world geopark. This is an area of great coastal scenery,
with lots of Devonian sediments, plus some volcanics.

You can view the brochures online at our website:
www.geosupplies.co.uk. or Email: downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk
or Tel: 0114 245 5746 for a copy.
Booking forms can only be obtained from us.

Not forgetting 2022...

We are now accepting bookings for the 2022 season. Remember that
many of these trips are already nearly full with people who have
carried their bookings over into this coming year.
Contact us NOW to secure your booking!

We’re taking a Zoom break...

Zoom sessions will resume in October - watch out for details!

Don’t worry, we don’t bite!
All our educational classes
and courses are friendly,
informal and open to all.
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The learning zone

Down to Earth
‘Earth science learning for all’

Now you can book a 2021
Residential Field Trip
with reasonable confidence...

These are the Permian and Triassic rocks at Preston Beach
near Dawlish on the South Devon Coast. Come and visit
them with us this October.
(Photo: English Riviera Global Geopark)

We are now in a better position to offer clarity
about our residential field trip programme. At the
time of writing, the only 2021 trip yet to be
confirmed is the Summer School. Further 2022 trips
are progressively being added.

We have had to replace our planned Pembrokeshire
July trip with one to the Heart of Wales, owing to
the non-availability of our hotel. Otherwise, the rest
of the year is as previously announced.
We are already experiencing some pent-up demand,
so the advice is to book early, provided you will have
had both jabs in good time! Note that we have also
fixed dates for more of 2022 as well.

To view a brochure, go to our to website at:
www.geosupplies.co.uk or Tel: 0114 245 5746
Booking forms are only available direct from us.
Email: downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk
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The 2021/2 near certain
field trip programme
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heart of Wales - July 3-10
Western Lake District - July 17-24
Worcester Summer School - August 14-21
Outer Hebrides - September 1-9
Forest of Dean - September 13-17
Isle of Arran - September 24 - October 1
South Devon Geopark - October 9-16
Fuerteventura - February 21-28 2022
Southern Norway - March 25-April 3 2022
Raasay & Skye - April 21-28 2022
Northwest Highlands - April 29-May 6 2022
Dingle Peninsula - May 18-25 2022
Mull & Ardnamurchan - June 4-11 2022
Pembrokeshire - June 25-July 2 2022

Full refund, if we, or you, have to cancel due to
Covid-19. Everyone booking will be required to
have completed a Covid-19 vaccination programme
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Featured books
books
Featured
for June 2021
December
2020

In each issue we are pleased to be able to introduce you to a range of featured books. Where they are
being offered at reduced prices, these will be current to the end of June 2021 provided that stocks are
available. Please note, all prices include UK postage.

New!
£18.00
Just out!
£20.00

New!
£16.00

New!
£16.00
6

Recent!
£19.99

New!
£15.95
9

Superb!
£20.00
It’s back!
£42.50

The pair
£28.00
BGS map & book packs UK
North & South £16.00
each or the pair for £28.00

New!
£5.50

Good Read!
£9.95

Order online at www.geosupplies.co.uk or ring us on 0114 245 5746
Geo Supplies Ltd 49 Station Road, Chapeltown, Sheffield S35 2XE

