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BGS Facts

• BGS is a research centre within the National Environment Research 

Council (NERC) family – part of UKRI (UK Research & Innovation)

• BGS budget is ~ £50 Million (50% from NERC) and 50% from external 

income (Europe, world bank, other government, private sector)

• Keyworth ~ 450; Edinburgh ~160; Also sites in NHM-London, Cardiff 

– Belfast (contract with DETI to staff GSNI)

– Eskdalemuir, Hartland Geophysical observatories, 
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Data & Information holdings

• Huge breadth of data and information

– Digital: 100TB and growing by the month

– Core: Onshore: 250km core, Offshore: 350km core

– Samples from ca. 22.5k boreholes & wells

– Records:  17.5 linear km’s of paper records, maps, notebooks and site 

investigation reports

– Petrology: 1m + specimens, 300k thin sections

– Palaeontology: 5m + specimens
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BGS - Data and Information



Open Geoscience
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BGS Geology Viewer

2D & 3D
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GeoIndex
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GeoIndex
Introduction

Data Sets / Layers

Controls
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[Shift] + drag a rectangle 

to enlarge
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Enlarge/shrink with mouse wheel

Drag map with mouse
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Post Codes
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All figure grid reference



GeoIndex
50k Geology

Lithostratigraphic Lexicon
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Adjust transparency
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Click on any feature to identify it
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Note number of records
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GeoIndex
DTM (Digital Terrane Model)

Hill shading

3D 50k Geology
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GeoIndex
Geophysics
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GeoIndex
Photographs

GeoScenic Database
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GeoIndex
Rock Samples

Searches, Downloads & Reports
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GeoIndex
Fossils

PalaeoSaurus
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GeoIndex
Geochemical Samples
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GeoIndex
Boreholes

Logs and AGS data
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GeoIndex
Deposited data search

117



118



119



120



121



Sheet Maps
BGS Maps Portal

Other Maps & Diagrams
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Sheet Memoirs
BGS Publications Viewer

Text Viewer
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Other Datasets
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EarthWise
BGS Wiki
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NORA
NERC OPEN RESEARCH ARCHIVE
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