
WGCG Field Excursion to Northumberland: 12th - 15th September 2025 
Leader: Karl Egeland-Eriksen 

 

Leader  Karl Egeland-Eriksen, a retired dentist with a wealth of experience (14 years +) leading trips 
for the Northumbria section of the Open University Geological Society (and others), around Northern England and 
the Borders. He comes recommended by our secretary, Ray Pratt, and also helps to organise activities for the Earth 
Science section of the Natural History Society of Northumbria. 
 

Registration and Cost  There will be an upper limit of 15 participants (minimum of 8 to make the trip viable).   
There will be a charge of £45 per person to cover the leader’s fee and expenses. Please register by Friday 19th July. 
 

Accommodation Participants are required to organise their own accommodation. 
Karl has offered the following suggestions: (all close to the A1 Great North Road) 
 

Adderstone    -    Purdy Lodge Cheswick          -     Island View 

Beal            -    Lindisfarne Inn Bamburgh, Seahouses and Wooler also offer a range of 
possibilities, but are a short drive along country lanes 
from the A1. 

Belford           -    Black Bull Inn 
                             Blue Bell Hotel 
 

Meals   A group dinner will be arranged somewhere central (? Belford) on Saturday evening. 
   Other meals, including packed lunches, are your own responsibility. 
 

Outline Itinerary 
 

Friday 12th ? 15.00 p.m. Seahouses coast 
Carboniferous Limestone – Yoredale cycles 
(Lower & Middle Limestone Groups) 

Sunday 14th 10.00 – 16.00 Cocklawburn Beach 
(near Scremerston) 
Carboniferous Limestone (Middle Limestone Gp.) 
Tectonic structures: folding & faulting 
Sedimentary structures (including ‘mega-ripples’) 
Palaeontology, especially trace fossils 

Saturday 13th 10.45 – 17.35 Holy Island (governed by 
safe crossing times) -  approx. £10.00 all-day parking 
Carboniferous Limestone (Middle Limestone Gp.) 
Whin Sill intrusion & Geomorphology 

Monday 15th a.m. Cheviot Hills (Breamish Valley: 
Brough Law) 
Cheviot granite (types) & volcanics 
minor intrusions….mainly dykes 

  

Do not be put off by the apparent dominance of the ‘Carboniferous Limestone’: early Carboniferous sedimentation in 
northern Britain is a complete contrast to the more familiar limestones of the Mendips, Peak District etc., with more 
variable cyclic deposition (Yoredale-type) pre-eminent. 
 

Karl will produce a full dossier of detailed field notes for each location, and is expected to organise a briefing on the 
Friday evening, or if a suitable venue cannot be found, via Zoom on a date before the field trip weekend. 
 

Full details of daily meeting points and times will be provided to registrants nearer to the time of the trip. 
 

Health & Safety  
Outdoor activities will be subject to the usual care and precautions expected in the field as dictated by terrain and 
weather conditions, with suitable clothing and sturdy footwear being required and participants should take care.  
 

This excursion will require a reasonable degree of fitness to negotiate coastal conditions, with some scrambling over 
rocky terrain in places.   Distances on foot each day will not be excessive – up to c.2 - 3 km. maximum. 
 

Each person attending should be acquainted with the WGCG’s guidance on field activity (item 7 on the WGCG 
website at https://www.wgcg.co.uk/safety-documents/ ). 
 

Insurance 
Membership of WGCG (or a partner group such as LLPS or BCGS) is a requirement for insurance purposes (please 
ensure you are a fully paid up member – separately from this registration process). You are advised to have suitable 
travel insurance to protect against any losses that may arise from cancellation or loss of personal belongings. 
 
Please note that this document does not constitute a brochure under the Package Travel Regulations (1992). 

https://www.wgcg.co.uk/safety-documents/

